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EY . On P/al. cxix. 109. 


CONTAINING | 
A Word in Seaſon to Soldiers. 
Preach d on April 6. 1755. 


Being the Lord u- Day, before Muſter of a Num- 
ber of Soldiers in the North-Pariſh in Dan- 
vers, who had enliſted in the publick Service 
of the KING and Country, in the intended 
Expedition. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Hearers. 
By PETER CLARK, A. M. 
„„ 
Paſtor of the firſt Church in Danvers. 


— 
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| Pal. — 17 ——ꝓ All this is come Apen us ; yet * we not for- 
| gotten Thee, neither have we dealt alt faiſly i in thy Covenant. 
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30 S TON Printed and Sold by 8. 6 
in Queen-Street, 1755. 


* 1 


— — —— = 


* 8 „8 = 
% 3 24 w v 
* 
* 


- 
— PP 
” lb 
£ * * 


greateſt Perils of Life. 


S$9S#000009 $#068000S9SSSS209 


P'S A L. cxix. 109. 


My Soul is continually in my Hand ; yet do I not 
forget thy Law. 


SV MON the various Temprations we are 
Sass liable to, or which actually befal us in 


ÞÞVA ÞÞ this World, whereby our Conſtancy and 


cg lntegrity in a Courſe of Religion and 
oss Vertue is tried, are to be reckoned not 


fications, but ſuch as ariſe from the Terrors of the 
World, Things diſagreeable & diſtaſteful to Senſe : and 
of theſe, not only theEvils and Calamities, which light 
upon us, but the Dangers we lie expoſed to, which 
diſturb our Repoſe, and threaten ourLives from various 
Quarters. But a Man that would approve himſelf a 
true Servant of God, muſt not ſhrink or ſwerve from 
his Duty, when he-meets with any Trial of this Kind : 
and a ſtedfaſt Adherence to the Precepts of Religion 
under ſuch Trials, will be a good Proof (and as the 
Caſe may be circumſtanc'd, a very glorious Evidence) 
of a Man's Integrity. 

This ſeems to have been David's Caſe, referred to in 
our Text; My Soul is continually in my Hand & c. 


Religion to be minded, under the 


only the Allurements of ſenſible Grati- 
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In the Words, there are theſe two Things obſervable, 
reſpecting the Caſe of David : 

1. An Intimation of ſome deadly Danger he was ex- 
pos'd to, thro' the Treachery and Malice of his reſtleſs 
Enemies. My Soul (ſaith he) is continually in my Hand. 
My Soul, i. e. either my immortal Spirit (the principal 
conſtituent Part of the human Nature, as diſtinguiſh'd 
from the Body) is always in my Hand, ready to be offer d 
up to Thee, O my God, at thy Call: or rather he 
means his vital Soul, that is, his Life. Thus the Soul. 
is often put for the Lite, which conſiſts in the Union of 
Body, and Soul. As Pſal. 33. 18, 19. The Eye of the 
Lord is upon them that fear him— to deliver their Soul 
from Death, Pſal. 89. 48. What Man is be that liveth, 
and ſhall not ſee Death ! Shall he deliver his Soul from 
the Hand of the Grave? In theſe and many other Texts, 
that might be produced, the vital Soul or Life is meant, 
and not the rational immortal Soul, which is not ſub- 
ject to the Power of Death or the Grave. And hence 


the expoſing Life toDanger in any perillous Enterprize, 


is inScripturePhraſe term'd the putting one's Life in his 
Hand. So Jephtha, when he went toBattle againſt the 
Ammonites, uſeth thisExpreſſion. Judg. 12. 3 put my 
Life in my Hands, and paſſed over againſt the Children of 


Ammon. And of David it is faid, 1 Sam. 19. 5. that 


he did put hisLife in hisHand,and flew thePhiliſtine. The 
ſame Form of Speech we find made uſe of by theWitch 
of Endor, when ſhe ventur'd at the Peril of her Life to 
gratify Saul in raiſing up Samuel, by the Uſe of Necro- 
mancy, contrary to Saul's Edict againſt Witches. 1 Sam. 
28. 21. Thine Handmaid (ſaid ſhe) hath obeyed thy Voice, 


and ] have put my Life in my Hand. Wherefore the 


Meaning of the Pſalmiſt is, that he was expoſed to con- 
tinual Peril of his Life ; it intimates alſo his Readineſs 
to meet Danger, with a prepared Frame of Mind, to re- 
fien up his Life or Soul into the Hand of God, at his 
Summons, _ | Wl 8s But 
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under the greateſt Perils of Life. 3 


But whence thePhraſe is borrowed, is not ſo certainly 
determined. (1.) Some would have it taken from the 
vulgar Way of ſpeaking, concerning ſuch whoſe Help 
or Defence is left in their own Hand, being deſerted of 
all other Aid. So Jephtha pleads for himſelf againft 
the Ephramites, Judg. 12. 3. When I ſaw that ye deli- 
vered me not, 1 put my Life in my Hands. Or, (2.) From 
thoſe who are engaged in Skirmiſhing with an Enemy, 
who can no otherwiſe ſecure their Lives than by fighting 
manfully with their owo Hands, and repelling the Dan- 
ger. Or as others ſuggeſt, (3.) From thoſe that carry 
ſome precious Thing in their Hand, which yer is not 
ſufficiently: ſafe therein, or ſo ſecured, but that it may 
be ſuddenly ſnatched out of it, or flip from it.“ Or 
however the Alluſion be underſtood, the general Mean- 
ing is certain and plain, that is, a Senſe of the Danger 
Life is expoſed to. | 

2. David's Profeſſion of his Integrity under this 
Trial; Yet do I not forget thyLaw. i.e. He would not be 
unmindful of 'hisDuty to God, nor of the Directions of 
his Law, notwithſtanding the Perils that threatned his 
Life: tho? he“ ſtood in Jeopardy every Hour, he would 
{ti]] be conſtant to God, and his Duty.” We may be 
ſaid to forget the Law, or Word of God, either when 
we ſuffer the Truths and Dictates of it, in which we have 
been inſtructed, to ſlip out of our Minds, thro' Inatten- 
tion and Heedleſneſs, and leave no Traces behind them; 
or when (tho' we retain a notional Remembrance of 
them) they have no Influence or Effect on our Hearts 
and Lives,in governing our Diſpoſition and Behaviour 
in conformity thereto. The Word is forgotten, as to 
all the good Purpoſes of it, when it is not regarded 
as a Rule of Practice. So a forgetful Hearer is oppoſed 
to him that puts in Practice the Inſtructions of God's 


* Vid. Pol. Synopſ. in Loc. 


Word, 
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Word, Jam. 1. 2 5,— He being not a forgeiful Hearer, 2 
but a Deer of the Mork. It is a practical Forgetfulneſs 
of the Law of God, which David here denies of him- 
ſelt, or a declining from the Rule of God's Command- 
ments. Tho? he was converſant in the midſt ofDangers, 
yet he ſuffered not himſelf to be thereby taken off from 
a ſtrict Regard to the Law of God. — the Doctri- 
nal Inſtruction is this. | 


FOCTRINGS.,,.. 
When we are in ever ſo great Danger, when we 
carry our Soul continually in our Hand, we ſhould-by- 
no Means decline from our Duty, or ſwerve 


from the Directions of God's Word. 


Here are two Things, that require our Conſide- 
ration. 


Fin. The Dangers we may be ſo far expoſed to, that | 
we may be ſaid to carry our Soul continually in our 


Hand. 
Secondly, Our Obligation to be faithful and conſtant 


to our Duty, whenever this is the Caſe with us, and not 
to . or decline from the Dictates of God's Law. 


We may be expoſed to ſuch Dangers (as many 


of God's People and Servants have been, and often are) 


as that we may be ſaid to carry our Soul, or our Life 


in our Hand. 


Conſider we here, When this is the Caſe, and why 
God orders it to be ſo with any of his People. 
1. It is in ſome Senſe true of all Mankind, and of 


every one of us, in Regard of the Frailty of human Na- 


ture, and our being ſubject to the Sentence of Mortality. 


We every Day carry our Soul in our Hand. Our 


Life hangs by a ſlender Thread, which is ſoon fretted 
aſunder. We walk in the midſt of a thouſandDangers, 
and are conſtantly liable to theArreſts of Death, bySick- 
nels, or innumerable fatal Accidents. Therefore it is 


QUT 


under the greateſt Perils of Life. 


in this Senſe, even our immortal Spirits, ready to offer 
them up to God, when He, as the ſovereign Lord of 
Life, ſhall pleaſe to call for them; that our Souls may 


not be rent from us by Violence, unwilling, and un- 


provided, as they are from carnal Worldlings (ſuch was 
that rich Man in the Parable, to whom, whilſt amuſing 
himſelf with the pleaſing Dream of earthly Felicity, 
and that of many Years Continuance, God laid, Luk. 
12. 20. Thou bool, this Night thy Soul ſpall be required 
of thee : or as theOriginal hath it, They ſhall require thy 
Soul; that is, ſay ſome, the Evil Angels, the Miniſters 
of God's Juſtice : as the good Angels convey the depart. 
ing Spirits of God's Children to the Region of Bliſs) 
but that they may be freely and peaceably yielded up, 
and religned coGod,as a free-will-Offering at ourHands. 
This is more eſpecially the Concern of thoſe, who have 
Waraings given them of the Danger of their Lives, 
and of the Approaches of Death, by the Infirmities of 
Age, or of a ſick-Bed, to have their Souls continually 
in their Hands, ever ready to reſign them up into the 
Hands of the Father of Spirits thro' the Redeemer ; 
laying with David, Pſal. g1. g. Into thine Hand I con- 
8 Spirit: Thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of 

Fi. h | | 

But the Phraſe here uſed ſpeaks not only the com- 
mon Danger of Mortality, but the Apprehenſion of 
ſome immineat and peculiar Danger that threatens Life. 
Therefore, 

2. It is more eſpecially verified of thoſe who appre-· 
hend their Lives expoſed to imminent Danger; which 
happens on manifold Occaſtons. As, | 
1. Thoſe that venture their Lives to reſcue others, 


that are in Danger of periſhing, by Fires, by Drowning, 


and numberleſs other Accidents ; or thoſę, who at the 
Pecil of their own Lives, * the Preſervigion & as. 
15 0 
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ourWiſdom, every Day to have our Souls in our Hands, 
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of others. Thus the'Hebrew Midwives,contrary to the 
Decree of the King of Egypt, faved alive the Male Chil- 
dren of the Hebrews, Exod. +1. 17. And the Harlot Ra- 


hab preſerved, at the: Peril of her Life, the Spies which 


Joſhua lent into Canaan, Joſh. Chap. 2.— Thoſe alſo 
who in a Time of infectious mortal Sickneſs, venture 
their Lives and Health in adminiſtring Relief to the 
Sick. All theſe may be ſaid, inScripture-Language,to 
put their Lives in their Hands. 

2. Thoſe that go in Danger of their Lives daily 
thro* the Malice of private Enemies; by laying Snares 
for them, or by exhibiting falſe Accuſations againſt 
them, ſuch as touch their Lives. This was often 
David's Caſe, when maliciouſly perſecuted by Saul, and 
his Agents: As he often grievouſly complains, particu- 
larly in Pſal, 3 1. 13. I have heard iheSlander of many; 
Fear was on every Side; while they took Counſel together 
againſt me,they deviſed to take away myLife. Such wick- 
ed Men there are, who are induſtriouſly ſet upon doing 
Miſchief to their Neighbour, yea, who hunt after the 
precious Life ; nothing leſs will ſatisfy their Malevo- 
lence, and vindictive Appetite, and whom nothing elſe 
will reſtrain but want of Opportunity or Ability. Mic. 
2. 1. They prafiiſe Miſchief, becauſe it is in the Power of 
their Hand. A Man that hath ſuch Enemies, muſt 
needs have his Life continually in his Hand. 

3. Thoſe that inhabit theBorders of a Country, which 
lies expoſed to the continual Incurſions and Ravages of 
a publickEnemy. *Tis in daily Jeopardy of theirLives, 
that they go about their lawtul Occaſions, to provide 
Suſtenance for themſelves and their Families: Who 
may ſay with the lamenting Prophet, Lam. 5. 9. Ye 
gat our Bread with the Peril of our Lives, Pang of ns 
Sword of the Wilderneſs. 

4. Thoſe eſpecially who are called forth to War- a- 


yn an Enemy: Soldiers, who jeopard-their Lives ws 
the 
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the Service of their Country. So Zebulon and Napbtali 
are Praiſed in the Song of Deborah, as a Peopie that jeo- 
par ded their Lives unto the Death in the high Places of 
the Field, Judg. 5. 18. Thus Jephtha, and David, are 
ſaid to put their Lives in their Hands, when they en- 
gaged themſelves in their Country's Quarrel againſt 
their Enemies. Soldiers that go forth to War, go in 
perpetual Hazard of their Lives, by ſecret Ambuſhments 


or open Battel, wherein many fall on their right Hand, 


and on their Left, and are conſtantly Way-laid with: 
Dangers. No Men, ſurely, are expoſed to-morePerils :- 
therefore they ſnould always have their Lives in their 
Hands, in a Readineſs to reſign them to the Diſpoſal of 
the All- governing Providence of God, without whoſe 
Orders not a Sparrow falls to the Ground. | 
5. In Times of Perſecution and Suffering for Righ- 
teouſneſs ſake, the faichful People of God have been 
called to have their Souls continually in their Hands. 
This has been often the Lot of God's moſt faithful Ser- 
vants, thro' the Enmity of the malignant World againſt 
God, andChriſt, & the true Religion: And all tbat will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt. expect to ſuffer Per ſecu- 
tion. 2. Tim. 3. 12. This was David's Caſe, when his 
Soul was continually in bis Hand. Which he might ſay, 
not only as a Man,” a Son of Adam, obnoxious to 
the common Law of Mortality, nor only „as a Man of 
War,” a Soldier, that oft jeoparded his Life in the high 
Places of the Field; but eſpecially “ as 4 Man after 
God's own Heart,” a Saint, and as ſuch hated and per- 
ſecuted, + becauſe of his Piety and Integrity, which he 
often pleady to ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of theQuarrel 
his wicked and ungodly Adverſgries had with him; 
that were acted by the Spirit. of Cain, who flew 
his Brother, becauſe his own Works were Evil, and his 
Brother's righteous, 1 Joh. 3. 12. Such has been the 
2 ONE Enmity 
+ Mr, Henry in Loc. 
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Entity all along, in theSeed of theSerpent, againſt the 
Womar's Seed, the Church, from theBeginning of the 
World to this Day; and when the Devil has once en- 
gag'd.the Rulers of the World on his Side, all their 
Aim is to cruſh, & extirpate them, if pofſible; to perſe- 
cute them by Fines, Impriſonments, ſpoiling them of 
their Goods, yea, & by putting them toDeath in a cruel 
and barbarous Manner; of which horrible Effects of the 
World's Malice againſt the true Fearers of God and the 
faithful Followers of the Lamb, all Ages have been 
Witneſſes. Now in ſuch perillous Times God's People 
have always carried their Lives in their Hands, being 
appointed to Death for the Sake of their Religion. As 
it is written, for thy Sake, we are killed all the Day long; 
we are accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter, Rom. 8. 36. 
And we are not to doubt, there are wiſe and good 
Reafons, for which the great Ruler of the World orders 
this to be theCaſe of any of his People; or brings them 
into ſuch Circumſtances as make it neceſſary that they 
ſhould carry their Lives in their Hands, in any of theſe 
Reſpects. And we may conceive it fo ordered by God 
for fach Reaſons as theſe : viz. ; 
1. That he might draw off their Dependance from 
themſelves and all Creatures, and engage them more 
firmly and cloſely to himſelf, In a Time of Peace and 
Proſperity, we are apt to grow ſecure in carnal Intereſts, 
to forget God, and our Dependance on Him, and to 
be unmindtul of the ſad Changes that abide us: And 
Even good Men are too prone to be carried away by 
carnal Confidences. As David ſpeaks of himſelf, Pſal. 
30. 6. In my Proſperity T ſaid, I ſhall not be moved. But 
it follows in the next Words, Ver. 7. Thou didſt bide 
tby Face, and I was troubled. Therefore God often 
brings his People into Troubles and Dangers, to con- 
vince them of the Vanity of all ſuch Confidences, and 
Thew them theWeakneſs and Inſufficiency of as 
0 


ſelves, that we 
which raiſeth the Dead. His Deſign may allo be, 
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of Fleſh, and that ſeeing all their earthly Supports 
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10 


fail, they might learn, and be even forc'd, to betake 


themſelves to the bleſſed God, the alone All-ſufficient 
Object of Dependance. Paul and his A ſſociates in the 
Goſpel, were reduced to the greateſt Extremity, being 


preſſed out of Meaſure," as he ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 1.8. in /o 


much bat (faith he) we deſpaired even of Life. And the 


Defigrr of God in reducing them to this Extremity is 


declared, Ver. 9. We bad the Sentence of Death in our 


ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God 


2. Hereby to moderate and mortify their Affections 
to the Things of this World, and wean their Hearts 
from it. When Life is in Danger, all ſecular Intereſts 
appear leſs valuable. 
Point to die; and what Profit ſhall this Birth-right do to 
me? Gen. 25. 32. Eſteeming it but as a temporal 
Dignity, the Apprehenſion of dying made him fer 
Light by it But when we are in Peace, and no appa- 
rent Danger threatens us, we are apt to magnify the 
World, and to ſeek great Things in it; which proves 


the unhapy Occaſion of much Sin and Sorrow: We are 


taken off our Watch, and ſuffer our Hearts to grow 
vain and carnal, eſtranged from God, and Things ſpiri- 
rual ; and theretore we become more ſubject to the Im- 
preſſions of Grief, on the Changes of our Condition. But 
what is all this World to a Man that is dying, and leav- 


ing it? And when Life is at Stake, how ready is he 


to part with it all? Therefore God often brings us into 
a Condition of Diſtreſs and Danger, to ſhew us the little 
Value we ought to have for this World, and to looſen 
our Affections from it, and to make us content with the 
Loſs of other Things, if we might have our Lives for a 


Prey. And it was a ſevere Check the Prophet Jeremiah 


gave to Baruch his Scribe, who, when he had written 
me Roll of Prophecies concerning the approaching De- 
ſolation 


Bebold, (ſaid Eſau) 1 am at the 


— 
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ſolation of the Jewiſh State, and finding therein his Ex- 


pectati ons (which, it ſeems, he had raiſed too high from 
the World) of Honour, Wealth, or Preferment, as the 
Reward of his Merit, likely to be entirely fruſtrated, 
was almoſt overwhelmed with Grief and Dejection of 
Mind; the Prophet is ſent to him with this Meſſage 
from God, Jer. 45. 4, 3. The Lord ſaith thus, Bebold, 
that which I have built, will I break down,and that which 
T have planted, I will pluck up, even the whole Land. And 
ſeekeſt thou great Things for thy ſelf ? Seek them not. It 
is no Time tor thee to ſeek Honour & Greatneſs, when the 
Judgments of God are impending on the Publick ; if 
thou haſt thy Life given thee for a Prey, (which God 
aſſured him of, Ver. 3.) be content and thankful. — 
For Men to ſeek themſelves chiefly, is an ill Thing at 
any Time, much more when their Country is inDanger; 
when all ſhould ſeek the publick Welfare, and every 
one in his Place contribute what lies in his Power to 
promote it: eſpecially for Men to ſeet great Things for 
themſelves at ſuch a Time, when all are in Danger of 
being ſwallowed up in one common Ruin, is highly 
criminal, and offenſive to God. \ 

3. God ſees meet to leave us often expos'd to the 
Danger of Life, to make us leſs fond of the preſent 


temporal Life, and to heighten our Regard for Life 


ſpiritual and eternal, and to quicken our Zeal and So- 
licitude for the obtaining this Life; a Life that is hid 
with Chriſt in God, which is beyond the Reach of all 
Danger. This is a Life that is not carried in our 
own Hands, but ſecured in theHands of God & Chriſt. 


I give unto them (ſaith Chriſt) eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any Man pluck them out of my 


Hand. My Father which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
Hand, Joh. 10. 28, 29. Of this Life, fo ſecur'd, no 


Power in Earth, or Hell, ſhall be ever able to deprive 
| | us. 


under the greateſt Perils of Life. *t 


us. To ſeek andſccure this Life, is the greateſt Con- 
cern of every one that hath an immortal Soul; but 
moſt are too backward & negligent in this great Affair; 
therefore God has wiſely ordered it ſo, that our Lives 
on Earth ſhould be liable ro continual Hazzards and 
Uncertainties, that in Conſideration hereof we might. 
be more mindful of the Intereſts of our never-dying 


Souls, and endeavour by all Means to make ſure of 


Life everlaſting. Heb: 13 14. Here we have no conti- 
nuing City, but we ſeek one to come. | 

4. God is pleaſed to order this to be often the Caſe 
of his People, that he might manifeſt and magnify: his 
own Power, Wiſdom and Mercy, in their Preſervation. 
God is often celebrated in Scripture as the Preſerver of 


Men. In Pſal. 107. the Goodneſs and Mercy of God is. 


adored, in ſending ſeaſonableSuccour and Deliverance to 
the Children of Men, under the various Perils of Life 
they are expoſed to; to Captives or Priſoners, to thoſe 
that are in Diſtreſs at Sea, to thoſe that languiſh under 
pining Sickneſs, and others in great Extremities. Then 
they cry to the Lord in their Troubles, and be ſaveth them 
out of their Diſtreſſes. Which is often repeated, as an 
Argument of Gratitude. Such aSeaſon of ExtremityGod 
takes hold of,to magnify his Power andMercy the more 
in theirReſcue andDeliverance ; that allMen might take 
Notice of ic, and give him the Glory of the wenderful 
Works of hisProvidence to theChildren of Men. Eſpecially 
is he to be conſider'd, and ador'd as the Preſerver of his 
own Children, thoſe that fear bim, and that hope in his 
Mercy ; his Eye 1s upon them, to deliver their Soul from 
Death. They are intitled to many gracious Promiſes in 
theWord of God,of temporal Prefervation, particularly 
Pſal. 91. per tot. Many Times God lets Things go 
on to the laſt Extremity with his People, their Lives 
ſeem, like Iſaac, bound on theAltar, ready to be offer'd 
a Sacrifice, when he ſteps iu by ſeaſonable and ſurpriz- 
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ing Interpoſitions of his Providence to reſcue and ſave 
them, Whence it became a Proverb in 1/rael, greatly 
for the Honour of the God of Mrael, and for the En- 
x} couragement of the Jrael of God, to hope in him in 
7 their deepeſt Diſtreſſes, that In the Mount of the Lord it 

| all be ſeen; or, In the Mount (im a Seaſon of the utmoſt 
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Peril, in the very Article of Extremity) the Lord will be 


j ſeen, and his Hand made viſible in providingRelief and 
3 | Help for his People, Gen. 22. 14. And this Saying | | 
-þ being uſed proverbially, lets us know, that ſuch Inter- 


poſitions of the divine Power and Mercy in the critical 
j Juncture, are no rare or unuſual Things, but what the 
| i People of God have frequently had Experience of. And 
I the various evil Accidents that threaten their Lives and 
| Safety, whatever the Iſſue be, infinite Wiſdom knows 
| how to order and over-rule ſo as to make good his Pro- 
| miſe, that all Things ſhall work together for Good to them 
| that love God, Rom. 8. 28. | 2 
II. I am to ſhew the Olbigations that we lie under 
to de faithful and conſtant to our Duty, whenever 
this is the Caſe with us, when we carry our Lives 
in our, Hand continually ; and by no Means to ſwerve 
1 or decline from the Dictates of God's Law, or to be- 
= take our ſelves to any Courſe for Relief not warranted, 
it or directed to, by the Word of God: But to maintain 
| a ſtrict and inviolable Regard to the Rules of Religion. 
| My Soul is continually in my Hand, ſaith the pious P/al- 
Þ miſt, Yet do I not forget thy Law. Perhaps the Senſe 
| might ſeem more genuine, and agreable to his Spirit of 
Piety, if he had ſaid, Therefore do 1 not forget thy Lam: 
So improving the Senſe he had of the Peril of his Lite, 
as a Motive to keep cloſe to God in a Way of Duty, 
and to keep up a circumſpect Care of Obedience, that 
4 he might ſecure the Favour and Protection of the Al- 
N mighty. But our Tranſlators have render'd the copu - 
lative Particle adverſatively, Zet do I not ng ä 
1 
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| diſtracted withFears and Cares ia Tim:s of Danger, in 


ander the greateſt Perils of Life. I3 


(and that rightly) which ſuppoſes a Temptation in the 
Caſe, that he was in ſame Danger by having his Soul 


continually in his Hand, of torgetting or neglecting the 


Rule of God's Word, or ſwerving from it. And a 
great and ſtrong Temptation this proves to many, 
For, | 
1. In Times of great Danger, Men are apt to be 
tranſported by carnal Fears, beyond the Bounds of Rea- 


ſoa, or Moderation: ſo that they become incapable of 


a calm Attention to the Dictates of Religion, and to what 
God faith to them in his Word; being in a Manner put 
out of the Poſſeſſion of their on Souls, and being made 
in the Condition and Frame of the Jraelites, when Moſes 
delivered God's Meſſage to them, Exod 6. 9. They 
bearkened not unto Moſes, for Anguiſb of Spirit, and for cru! 


Bondage. So, many under imminent Perils are ſo per- 


plex'd in Mind with diſtracting Fears, that they have 
not theWiſdom,nor Patience, to hearken to ſolid Coun- 
ſel, nor to conſider in their Hearts, that the Way of 
Duty is the Way of Safety. Such carnal Fears are very 
unbecoming God's People, and very contrary to his 
Mind and Will, and expoſe Men to manifold Evils of 
Sin and Suffering. On the Approach of the AHrian 
Invaſion, God thus beſpeaks his People by the Prophet. 
Iſai. 8. 12, 13. Say ye not, A Confederacy, to all them to 
whom this People ſhall ſay, A Confederacy ; neither fear ye 
their Fear nar be afraid. Santiify the Lord of Hoſts bimſelf, 
and let him be your Fear, and let bim be your Dread. 

2. Under Perils of Life, Men are apt tothink them- 


| ſelves excuſable in the Neglect of their Duty, being taken 


up wholly with Cares about their g- Safety. A pro- 
vident Care of Self- Preſervation is unqueſtionably a 
Duty, and agreable to the Will of God: but to be over- 
ſolicitous in this Matter, may prove a Temptation, and 
2 Saare; and to ſuffer our Minds to be diſturbed and 
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ſuch a Degree as to indiſpoſe us for, or take us wholly 
off from the Duties of God's Service, is doubtleſs ſinful 
and contrary to our Duty of truſting in God. At ſuch 
Seaſons, the one only Thing that ſhould take up our 
Minds, is a vigilant Care of our Duty, while we leave 
the Care of Events to God Almighty. This is call'd 
a caſting our Care upon God, believing that he careth for 


us, 1 Pet. 5. 7. Or as another Apoſtle exhorts, Phil. 4. 6. 


Be careful for nothing : but in every hing, by Prayer and 
Supplications with Thankſgtving, let your Requeſts be made 
known unto God. 

3. Such prefling Dangers prove, with many, ſtrong 
Temptations to betake themſelves to unlawful Shifts to 
provide for their own Safety ; to fall into ſinful Com- 
pliances with the Luſts & Humours of Men, to eſcape 
Trouble, or to extricate themſelves from Trouble; con- 
trary to the known Dictates and Directions of God's 
Law. And even good Men, who are ſubject to like 
Paſſions and Infirmities with others, have been too 
often over-born by the Temptation, and prevail'd 
with to warp and decline from their Duty, and to do 
very baſe, unworthy & ſinful Things to evadeDanger ; 
witneſs Peter, the Apoſtle of our Lord, who having fol- 
lowed his Maſter into the High Prieſt's Hall, to the Pe- 
ril of his Life, and being apprehenſive thereof, was 
tempted baſely and ſhamefully to deny him, notwith- 
ſtanding his late warm Proteſtation and Reſolution to 
the contrary; which coſt him a bitter Repentance. 
Matth. 27. 70,75. On the other Hand, a ſtedfaſt Be- 
liever, truſting in God, will not make haſte to get out 
of Trouble by unlawful Means, but will be content to 
wait God's Time, and to accept Deliverance only in 
his Way. Iſai. 28. 16. He that believetb, ſhall not make 
baſte. David, in Oppoſition to theſe ill Effects of the 
Temptation on others, profeſſes to maintain a ſtrict and 


conſtant Adherence to God and his Duty: tho' he —— 
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ried his Soul in his Hand, yet reſolved that his Regard 
to the Directions of the divine Law ſhould not be at all 
diminiſhed, or abated. As Daniel, after him, would in- 
termit nothing of his Devotion, tho' he knew thereby 
he expoſed his Life to the utmoſt Peril ꝰ Dan. 6. 10. 

And there is great Reaſon why we ought not to 
ſwerve in the leaſt from the Rule of our Obedience to 
God in the greateſt Dangers. For, 

(r.) Sia, which is a Tranſgreſſion of the Law, is a far 
greater Evil than the greateſt outward Afflict:on, or 
than any Danger can be ſuppos'd to be, that threatens 
our temporal Life. The Loſs of temporal Lite may 
be. recompens'd, and if loſt in a good Cauſe, ſhall be 
recompens'd, with eternal Life: But Sin brings an 
irreparable Loſs and Damage to the Soul. And the 
Wrath of God, the certain Effect of Sin, is infinitely 
more terrible than any Danger that can befal us in this 
World. Therefore we ought to ſubmit to Sufferings, 
rather than commit the leaſt Sin to eſcape them. And 
it is repreſented as a very bad Choice, to chuſe Iniquity 
rather than Affliction, Job 36. 21. Take heed, regard not 
Iniquity; for this .ba## thou choſen rather than Mliction. 
Wherefore, | | 

(2.) We ought never to do Evil, that Good may come: 
Therctore we ought, in Times of Trouble and Danger, 
to keep up a ſtrict Regard to the Law of God, and not 
to violate any of it's Dictates, that we may get out of 
Danger,or obtain Safety. A good Intention will never 
warrant the leaſt ſinful Action. The contrary Maxim 
is condemned by the Law of God, and by theGoſpel of 
Chriſt, Rom. 3. 8.— As we be flanderouſly reported, and 
as ſome affirm that we ſay, Let us do Evil, that Good may 
come: whoſe Damnaiton is juſt. 

(3.) We are obliged inPoint of Intereſt : when, Dan- 
gers are imminent and preſſing, it is our great Intereſt 
to have the Almighty for our Friend and Protector, and 
to keep in good Terms with him; which we can no 
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otherwiſe do, than by keeping within the Compaſs of 
our Duty, and maintaining a practical Regard to his re- 
vealed Will. And while we do ſo, we are not to doubt 


of the divine Preſence and Protection; and in a Senſe 


thereof may be embolden'd to face Danger with an un- 
daunted Reſolution and Courage. For if God be with 
us, and for us, we have nothing to fear. Rom. 8. 31. 
F God be for us, ubo can be againſt us? And we may 
triumph in the Words of that Song, Iſai. 12. 2. Behold, 
God is my Salvation, 1 will truſt, and not be afraid. But 
when we go out of the Way of Duty, we throw our ſelves 
out of divine Protection, forfeit our Defence, and lie na- 
ked and expoſed to all theEvils that are ready to invade 
us on every Side. 2 Chron. 15.2. The Lord is with you, 
while ye be with him. He 1s with you, in aWay of ſpe- 
cial providential Conduct, for your Good, while you are 
with bim, in a Way of Duty and Obedience; but if ye 
forſake him, by caſting off a dutiful Regard to his Law, 
be will forſake you: Your Defence ſhall depart from 
you, and leave you an eaſy Prey to all the Enemies of 
your Peace. 

14.) This our Care of Duty and Obedience warrants 
and encourages our Truſt in God in a Time of Danger. 
Truſting in God at ſuch a Seaſon is a great Duty; and 
a Means of ſecuring and eſtabliſhing the Peace and 


Tranquillity of our Minds. This was David's uſual 


Courſe, under all his Perplexities and Fears. Pſal. 56, 3. 
What Time I am afraid, I will truſt in Thee. Again, Pſal. 
31, 13, 14.—Thbey deviſed to take away my Life; but I 
iruſted in Thee, O Lord. And to be able to do this with 
Comfort and Confidence, in the midſt of Dangers, is a 


great Felicity, and a great Eaſe to a troubled Heart. Tis 


the Happineſs of a good Man, Pſal. 112.7. He ſhall noi 
he afraid of evil Tidings ;, his Heart is fixed, truſting in 
ihe Lord. But in order to this, it is requiſite, that we 
ſhould be faithful and conſtant in ourObedience * 

is 
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This is often inſiſted on, as a neceſſary Qualification for 
a right and warrantable truſting in God. Iſai. 30. 10. 
Who is among you, that feareth the Lord, that ebeyeth the 
Voice of bis Servant, that walketh in Darkneſs, and bath 
no Light ? Let him truſt in the Name of the Lord. We 
cannot truſt in him for Protection, unleſs we yield an 
hearty Subjection to him as our Lord. Obedience to 
his Commands muſt always go along with Truſt in his 
Promiſes ; elſe our Confidence will be rejected, as hy- 
pocritical, Conſciouſneſs of Guilt works by Suſpicions 
and Jealouſies; nothing more oppoſite to a filial Truſt 
and Dependance on God. Bur if, upon ſolemn Confi- 
deration, our Heart condemn us not, for any known Sin, 
perſiſted in and indulged, then bave we Confidence 10- 


wards God, 1 Joh. 3. 21. — Offer the Sacrifices of Rig b. 


teouſneſs ; be but careful to pay unto God his due Ho- 
mage and Service in conformity to his Law, and then 
you may freely, with divine Allowance & Acceptance, 
put your Truſt in the Lord, Plal. 4. 5. | | 
But let theſe Conſiderations ſuffice (tho' many more 
might be added) to convince us of our Obligations to 
be ſtrictly Religious, and to keep up a conſtant, and 
impartial Regard to the whole Law of God, without 
Swerving or Declenſion, when ſurrounded with threat- 


ning Dangers on every Side, Surely hen, if ever, we 


ought to remember God, and his Word, and keep 

Cloſe to our Duty. . 
But what remains is ſome brief APPLICATION of 

the Things that have been ſpoken. | 


1. Let us hence learn to be thankful to God, if we 


have greater Liberty and Security, and more Freedom 
from the Perils and Diſtreſſes, whereby many others are 
conſtrained to carry their Lives in their Hands, If we 
be not call'd to jeopard our Lives in the high Places of 
the Field in a Time of War, or in repelling the unjuſt 
Invaders of out Country: If our Lives and Liberties be 
E ſecur'd 
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ſecur'd from Perſecution for the Sake of Religion and a 
good Confojience, under the Protection of Proteſtant 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates; it is a great Favour of God, 
which we ſhould highly prize, and give Thanks to God 
for. Oh what would many of our Brethren and Compa- 
mons in the Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
are harraſs'd with Perſecut on for their Religion, under 
Popiſo Governments, give for our Privileges in this 
Regard ! Thankſpivings,as well as Supplications, are en- 


Join'd to be made for Kings, and all that are in Authority, 


that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs 
and Honefly, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. And let us remember them 
that are in Advti ſity, as being our ſelves alſo in the Body: 
Let us bear on our Hearts, with a tender Sympathy, the 
Condition of thoſe, whoſe Lives are expoſed to mani- 
fold Perils ; eſpecially our Brethren and Country- men, 
who are engaged in the Expedition on Foot, and are go- 
ing forth to hazzard their Lives in Defence of our Bor- 
ders. Let us carry them to the Throne of Grace in 
our earneſt Prayers to God for them: And let us in- 
ure our ſelyes daily to the Exerciſe of thoſe Chriſtian 
Graces and Vircues, that a Day of Diſtreſs and Danger 
calls for the Exerciſe of; ſuch as Faith, Patience, Meck- 
neſs, Dependance on God, Reſignation to him,andMor- 
tification to the World. Indeed there are daily Occa- 
ſions offer'd us, for the Trial of theſe Graces, more or 
leſs, in the moſt peaceable Times. Let us learn to bear 
with more Patience the leſſer Croſſes of Life, which we 
are warned every Day to expect, Mat. 6. 34. If leſſer 
Troubles diſturb our Patience, what ſhall we do in great- 
er, that endanger Life itſelf ? If thou haſt run with the 
Footmen,and they have wearied thee ;. then how canſt thou 
contend with Horſes ? And if in theLand of Peace,wherein 
thou trufteſt, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do 
in the ſwelling of Jordan? Jer. 12. f. 


2. Let us not grow ſecure in this Time of Liberty we 


enjoy, and Exemption from preſent Danger ; but im- 
prove 
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prove the Opportunity to get well furniſhed & prepared 
for a Day of Trial, which may be near at Hand. The 
Face of Providence carries a threatning Aſpect upon us 
at this Day ; and ſeems to bid us prepare for all the 
Diſtreſſes & Calamities of Yar, which, it is the general 
Apprehenſion,cannot be far off, when we may be involv- 
ed in ſuch Circumſtances, as not only to carry our Lives 
in our Hands, but all that is dear to us in this World. 
For our French Neighbours, who alſo appear our inve- 
terate and irreconcilable Enemies, it is known, are mak- 
ing great Preparations againſt us, by erecting Forts, on 
the Britiſh Territories in theſe American Parts, theſe late 
Years, furniſhed with all WarlikeStores ; for the Defence 
whereof they have receiv'd large Bodies of Troops from 
Europe, which they are continually augmenting, in order 
to diſtreſs us; and if God Almighty ſhould permit them 
to go theLengths they deſign, tis no Secret, their Aim 
is to make themſelves Maſters, if poſſible, of theſe Britiſh 
Provinces in North America. It may therefore be ex- 
pected in a ſhort Time, that we may meet with a vigo- 
rous 'Puſh from them, in the Proſecution of this their 
Deſign : When we, who now dwell ſecurely at Home, 


may be call'd to jeopard our Lives in the Field of Battel, 


for repelling our unjuſt Invaders ; for nothing can be 
ſuppoſed to reſtrain or curb the boundleſs Ambition, and 
Encroachments of our malicious & perfidiousEnemies, 
but the Oppoſition of a Force that ſhall be an Over- 
match to them, and be effectual to repreſs theirInſolence 
in their daring Enterprizes againſt us. But if the ſove- 
reign God ſhould, for our manifold Sins, for our Neglect 
and Abuſe of our Goſpel Opportunities, ſuffer our Ene- 
mies to ſucceed in their Deſign, we ſhould then haveOc- 
caſion (which is to be deprecated, as the greateſt Cala- 
mity) to carry our Lives in our Hands, on the Account 
of our Religion; as we may learn from what has been 
done, and what is doing at this Day, againſt our Proteſtant 

Brethren 
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Brethren in the Kingdom of France, and from the tyran- 
nical Nature and Conſtitution of Popiſb Kingdoms and 
States. Then we ſhall by ſad Experience know the Dif- 
ference between the Service of Chriſt, and the Service of 
Antichriſt, But may God avert the Omer,and blaſt the 
proud & ambitious Deſigns of ourAntichriſtian Adver- 
ſarics In the mean Time, let the Fore-tho't of our 
Danger awaken us out of our Security, to a Reverence 
of God, and Fear of his Judgmeats that impend over us; 
that, trembling in our ſelves, we may reſt in the Day of 
Trouble, {Hab.3.16.) and that being moved withÞFear,we 
may (with Noan) prepare an Ark, byRepentance, Faith 
and Obedience, againſt the cloudy, ſtormy Day, 0 the ſav- 
ing of our ſelves and our Houſholds. (Heb. 1 1.7.) 

3. Let our Subject be improv'd for Admonition to all, 
againſt ſbrinking in a good Cauſe,or turning out of the Palb 
of Duty, for fear of Danger, or to avoid Trouble. Put 
on Chriſtian Magnanimity (myBrethreh) and reſolutely 
maintain an inviolable Regard to Religion, whatever 
Dangers ſurround you. Take heed of declining or 
ſwerving, in any Inſtance, from the holy Law of God, 
whateverTemptations you may be under. — Jo be faith- 
ful and conſtant to God and your Duty, will be very 
much to the Advantage of your Reputation and Comfort. 
To waver and decline thro Fear & Puſillanimity, is a 
diſbonourable Thing to a Man: but an unſhakenConſtan- 
cy in well doing, & an unmov'dStedfaſtneſs in a Courſe 
of Religion and Virtue, notwithſtanding ſurrounding 
Difficulties and Hazzards, is indeed manly and praiſe- 
worthy, and will recommend a Man to the good Eſteem 


of Mankind; of all that are wiſe & virtuous. And that 


it is for our owa Comfort, to maintain our Integrity a- 
midſt all threatening Dangers, needs no Proof. The 


Approbation of God, and of our own Conſciences, will 


miniſter abundant Solace. Our Rejoycing is this (ſaith 


the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 1.12. when he and his Companions - 
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deſpaired. even of Life, Ver. 8.) the 7 eftimony of our Con- 
ſcience, that inSimplicity and godlySincerity,not with fleſhly 
Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we have had ourConver- 
ſation in thelllorld. And writing to the Philippians, while 
he exhorts them to a ſtrict Behaviour according, to the, 
Rules, of the Goſpel, (Phil 1.27.) Only let your - Conver-- 
ſation be as il 1 theGoſpe! of Cbriſt; he encourages 
them hereunto againſt all Terrors, and Oppolitions, in, 
the tollowing Words (ver. 28.) In nothing terrified ly 
your Adver ſaries,which is to them an eviaent Token of Per- 
dition, but to you of Salvation, and that of God. Whence 
we may gather, that an inflexible Conſtancy,and Perſe- 
verance in adhering to the Rule of Duty, the Goſpel of, 
Chriſt, without being terrified, or driven off, by the Dan-, 
gers attending it, will be a comfortable Evidence to us 
of our Interelt in the great Salvation. But I haſten to 
the laſt Uſe. 

- 4. I would apply theſe Things more particularly to. 
the Sons of our People, and our Young Men, who are 
called forth to the publick Service of their Kidd and 
Country, in the military Expedition intended againſt our 
Enemies; yea, who have voluntarily offered chemſelves 
to that Service. And it ought to be eſteem'd a great 
Favour of God, and a Token for Good, that ſo many of 
our Young Men have been ſpirited & inclin'd ſo readily 
to inliſt themſelves for the intended E xpedition, to anſ- 
wer the Exigencies of the Publick at this Day: And it 
is to be hoped, that we may have the joyful Occaſion 
to join in that Song of Deborab, Judg. g. 2. Praiſe ye 
the Lord, for the avenging of Iſrael, when the People w1l- 
lngly. offered themſelves. So, when we ſee ſo many of our 
People offering themſelvesVoluntiers in the preſent diffi- 


cult and hazardous Enterprize, and that in a Juncture 


that requiresDiſpatch, we cannot but hope, I ſay,to have, 
in like Manner the happy Occaſion of Praiſing the Lord 
fer the avenging his New-Engliſh 1/rael on * 
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their treacherous and perfidious Enemies; for ſucb they 
have declared themſelves by committing Acts of Hoſti- 
lity in a Time of Peace, and by the mighty Warlike 
Preparations they are making againſt us, & theEncroach- 
ments they have made on ourBorders,and on theTerri- 
tories of Great Britain in theſe Parts, and by ſetting 
upon, us their Blood-Hounds, the barbarous Indians 
that are in their Intereſts, who have killed, and led into 
CaptivityNumbers of ourPeople ; and whom,it appears 


too plainly, our FrenchNeighbours aſſiſt, encourage and 


reward for ſuch execrable Injuſtice & Inhumanity. And 
as the Treachery & Perfidiouſneſs of our Enemies tan- 


not but have rendered them obnoxious to the Juſtice 


of Heaven (for ſo Zedekiab King of Judah bro't down 
divine Vengeance on his own Head, by breaking his 
Covenant with the King of Babylon, tho' an Heathen 
Prince ; as he was threaten'd, Ezek. 17.15,18,19.) and 
as it is undoubtedly an honourable, juſt and good Cauſe 


you are engaged in; ſo we have great Reaſon to encou- 
rage our ſelves with Hopes of Succeſs in it, and thatGod 


Almighty the Supream Governour and Judge among 
the Nations, will appear for us, if our Sins do not turn 
away good Things from us, put. a Bar in the Way of our 
Mercies, and ſtop the Current of the divine Favour to- 
wards us. In the mean Time, let the Truths deliver'd 
be applied in a Word or two of Exhortation to you, the 
enliſted Soldiers, who are going forth on this Expedition. 

1. Be ſenſible of your Danger, that you carry your 
Lives in your Hands, in the Service, you are now en- 


tring upon. You cannot but know, the Profeſſion and 


Employment of a Soldier, which you undertake, is at- 
tended with many Difficulties, Toils and Dangers; and 
thoſe that would approve themſelves good Soldiers, muſt 
expect to endureHardneſs,even when it ſucceeds beſt with 
them, You muſt not only expect ro ſuffer Hardſhip, 
but to be often expoſed to the-Peril of Life, that 3 
8 8 | WI 
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will need, with David, to have your Soul continually in 
your Hand, ready to part with it, in Submiſſion to the 
Orders of the God of your Lives. This is not ſaid to 
diſcourage or intimidate you, but rather to ſharpen your 
Courage, that being aware of your Danger, you may be 

epar d to meet it with an intrepid Reſolution & Pre- 
— ot Mind; that you may not, like freſh- water · Sol- 
diers, ſtart back at the firſt Appearance ot Oppoſition 3 
but, tho moſt of you be young Men, you may yet behave 
as Veterans, and be able to face and deſpiſe Dangers, 
when led on by your Superiours, and in Obedience to 
their Orders. 1 wiſh you to be of good Courage, to quit 
yeu like Men, and be ſtrong, boch as Chriſtians and Soldiers, 
and do Honour to your ſelves and your Country, by be- 
having as the true Sons of New - England, imitating the 
Vertue, and Valour of your Fore-Fathers, and the gallant 


Behaviour of your Country- men more lately at theSeige 


and Takiog of Cape- Breton, which has acquired a laſting 
Honour to our Country. Be ſure to be found within 
the Limits of your Duty: And then, to be brave & bold 
in the Face of Danger (not out of Vain-glory or Fool- 
hardineſs, but with Caution and Prudence) will not only 
redound to your Honour, but will be the moſt likely 
Means of your Safety and Succeſs. 
Hut I would have you keep up a Senſe of the Danger 
your Lives are expoſed to, chiefly that you may be ex- 
cited to an holy Fear of God continually ; and thereby 
reſtrained from Sin,&eſpecially from theSins ſo incident 
to Men of your Profeſſion, Curling and Swearing, Pro- 
faneneſs, Intèmperance, Debauchery, Violence & Strife, 
and other Vices which too commonly reign in the Camp. 
If ſuch Care was order'd to be taken for putting away 
all ceremonial Uncleanneſs out of the Camp of 1/raet, 
for this Reaſon, as we read Deut. 23. 14. For the 
Lord thy God walketh in the midi of thy Camp, to deliver 
Thee ;—=That he ſee no unclean Thing in Thee, and turn 
D 2 away . 
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away. from Thee ; how much more ſhouldeſt thou for 


this Reaſon, take Care to put away all moralUncleanneſs 
from thee, all Sin, left God fee it, and turn away from 


thee. And do you carry your Lives in your Hands? 


O how careful ſhould' you be to do nothing to forfeit 
the Safe- guard of divine Protection? By every Sin you 


commit. you provoke God to withdraw, and leave you 
defenceleſs and expoſed to all Evils and Enemies; and 
what ſtupid Preſumption & Madneſs is it, thus to pro- 
voke the Almighty,” when you moſt of all need the 
Favour of divine Providence, which is the beſt, the 
only effectual Security for your Lives? Holy Ezra 
agoravates the Sins of the People after the Captivity, 
from the great Deliverance God had wro't for them : 
£2r. 9.13, 14. When thou haſt given us ſuch a De- 
liverance as this, ſhould we again break thy Command- 
ments, —wouldſt thou not be angry with us, till thou hadſt 
conſumed us! The ſame may be ſaid for the Aggrava- 
tion of a People's Sins, when they eminently need divine 
Preſervation and Deliverance. Should we, at ſuch a 
Time, when Life is in Danger, when we have moſt 
Reaſon to de ſenſible of our Need of the divine Power 
and Mercy for our Defence & Deliverance, break his 


. Commandments ; would not he be juſtly provoked to 


withdraw his Protection, leave us to the Ga a we 
fear, and abandon us to Ruin and Miſery ? - 
But I hope better Things of you, my Friends; and 


have obſerved with Pleaſure and Satisfaction, that all, 


or moſt of you, that have put up Notes, for the Prayers 
of the Congregation this Day, expreſly mention it as an 
Article of your Requeſts, that God would preſerve you 


eſpecially from Sin; from Sin (as ſome of you add) the 


ot of Evils, I his is rightly ſaid,thatSin is the worſt 
of Evils; and O that the Conviction might enter deep 
into yourMinds,and have an abiding Influence on your 


Lives and Practice, to excite you to guard againſt it, as 
the 
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the worſt of Evils, worſe than Death it ſelf ! It is 
very certain, and true, there is no Evil comparable to. 
that of Sin. [ Mbat is aDiſeaſe ! ſays one of theAncients, 
What is Sickneſs ? What is Blinaneſs * Theſe Things are 
Nothing, O Man, the one only Evil is Sin. | And a Pre- 
ſervation from Sin is vertually a Preſervation from all 
Evil. This is the great Salvation, which our Redeemer 
has wro't out for us. Mat.1.21. Thou ſhalt call his Name 
Jesus; for be ſhall ſave his People from their Sins: A 
Salvation from Sin, in its Nature and Conſequences, is 
all the Salvation that we need. And we do heartily 
pray with and for you, that God by his Providence and 
Grace would preſerve and ſave you from Sin : and we 
hope that theſe your Deſires & Prayers will be ſeconded 
with anſwerable Endeavours to keep your ſelves pure, 
by keeping at a Diſtance from all Sin, reſiſting even unto 
Blood (it called thereunto) Friving againſt Sin, and by 
watching againſt all Temptations, and Allurements to 
Sin. My Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not 
Moreover, Do you carry your Lives in your Hands! 
O how much then is it your Intereſt, to keep in good 
Terms with God, in whoſe Hand your Life and Breath 
is, and all your Ways; not only by avoiding all that is 
diſpleaſing to him, but by a diligent Care to do every 
Thing that is pleaſing, by an impartial Regard to his 
Commandments. This, you heard, is neceſſary to war- 
rant and encourage your truſting in God in a Time of 
Danger and Diſtreſs. 1 Pet. 4. 19. Let them that ſuffer 
according to the Will of God (or, are in Danger of Suffer- 
ing) commit the keeping of their Souls to bim in Well-doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator. In weil-doing ; mark that. 
This is neceſſary to a comfortable hope of divine Pro- 
tection. Keep in theWay of Duty,and truſt God with 
your Safety. In your own Hands your Lives are con- 
tinually expoſed ; commit the keeping of them into his 


Hands, and then you may be ſecure againſt all Events: 
but 


* - 
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bur this you cannot do, to your ownCemfort,and Satis. 
faction, but in a Way of Well-dding. A good Conſci- 
ence towards God will embolden your Confidence in 
him. Guilt diſpirtts Men : but the Righteous is, or may 
be, bold as a Lion. (Prov.28.1.) For he may boldly ſay, 
The Lard is my Helper ; I will not fear what Man ſball 
do unto me. (Heb,13:6.) Therefore having your Lives 
continually in your Hand, reſolve with David, that you 
will not forgetGed'sLaw. Keep up a practical Remem- 
brance of thePrecepts of Religion, you have been inſtruct- 
ed in. Lou may, perhaps, more rately have the Oppor- 
tunity for hearing Sermons, when Abroad in the Army; 
O forget not the Inſtructions, and Counſels you have 
often beard in our ſacred Aſlemblies : forget not, eſpe- 
cially, the frequent Calls given you to come to Jeſus 
Chriſt; and believe in him tor Salvation, and to receive 
him jor all the Ends of his ſaying Office; forget not 
the Calls you have often had unto Repentance, and a 
religious Life, nor the Motives by which thoſe Calls 
have been enforc'd, eſpecially the great Arguments, from 
the Conſideration of Death, and it's Conſequences to the 
; Godly & Wicked,of aJudgment to come,& the eternal 
Recompences of a future State. Remember, and practi- 
cCally attend to theſe Things which are of fo great Con- 
cernment to every Soul. And tho' you may not have 
Opportunity for Retirement, in order to more ſolemn 
Devotion, or but more ſeldom, being obliged to attend 
Duty in the Camp; yet let nat Prayer be forgotten, or 
„ wholly neglected. Take all Opportunities for that Pur- 
„ cpoſe, & let mental, or ejaculatory Prayer, ſupply the want 
ge 9 ſuch Opportunities; or the ſudden lifting up the Heart 
t to God in ſome brief, but devout Petition, or Deſire for 
5 or 85 Mercy and Succour in every Hour of Peril. And you 

EONS ma aſſure your ſelves, we ſha}l not ceaſe earneſtly to 
1 N God for you; and we truſt, you ſhall have the 
fe 8 Miniſters & People thro'out the Land, 
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in their religious Aſſemblies; and private Devotions, 
during your Abſence on this important & perillous Ex- 
pedition ; which ſhould be great Encouragement to 
you to be much in Prayer for your ſelves. Let me add 
briefly, | 9 8 

2. Since you are entring on ſuch a Scene, and ſuch 
Circumſtances, wherein you are likely to be in conſtant 


Danger of Life; let your Souls, your immortal Spirits 


be continually in your Hand, ever ready to be offer'd 
up a ſpiritual Sacrifice to the Father of Spirits: And 
to this End,let it be your firſt and chief Care ro get into 
a State of Reconciliation to God thro* Chriſt, that the 
great God who is otherwiſe your Enemy, may become 
your Friend: And if Ged be for you, who can be again} 
you? To this Purpoſe, let me Exhort you to come into 
a Covenant-Dedication of yourſelves to God, by an 
hearty Conſent to take him to be to you a God ; a 
ſovercign Ruler and Almighty Benefactor: And devote 
yourſelves to Him and his Service, to be for Him only, 


entirely and everlaſtingly, in the Exerciſe of a ſgrious 


Repentance for the Sins of your paſt Life, and Faith in 
the great Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, -and his atoning 
Blood, for Reconciliation and Acceptance with God ; 
that the grand Intereſt of your Souls being ſecured, in 
the reconciled Favour and Covenant-love of God, you 
may ſtand at Defiance with all theTerrors of theWorld, 
and may ſecurely truſt your Lives, your Souls; and all 
your Intereſts, and all Events that do concern you, in 
the Hand of a Covenant-God. Pal. 3 1. 14, 15. 1 
truſted ind bee, O Lord, I ſaid, Thou art my Gd; my Times 
are in thy Hand. 


Dedication of your ſelves to God in Covenant, in the 


Preſence of his People; which indeed is but to anſwer. * _ 
the Obligation of your Baptiſm. But ſince the proper 
„ 


It were happy, if this had been re- 
member'd before this Time, that you might have had 
the Opportunity of making a more publick and fotemn * 
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Time for Mt this is now paſt, let me earneſtly ex- 
hort and perſwade you, every one of you, perſonally, 
and particularly, thus to dedicate your ſelves to God, 
in Chriſt, by private Tranſaction of the Covenant be- 
tween him and your own Souls. This may now be done 
by every one of you, if God diſpoſe your Hearts to it. 
This perſonal and particular Covenanting with God, is 
every Chriſtian's Duty. And we may obſerve, that 
the Propoſition of the Covenant in Scripture,often runs 
in ſuch-Terms as are ſuited to this private and perſonal 
Tranſaction of it: as Zech. 13.9.— J will ſay, It is my 
People, and they ſpall ſay, (not, The Lord is our God, 

as joining together in this ſolemn Profeſſion, but, )-T; be 
Lord is my Ged. T hey ſhall ſay it each one in particular 
apart by himſelf. O let this great and ſolema Affair be 
minded by every one of you, beſore you ſet out on this 
hazardous Enterprize; Come under a reſolved Conſe- 
cration of your {elves to God, and take him for your 
Os In ſo doing, 

. You will make the beſt Proviſion for your tem po- 
ral en If God be your God, he will be your 
almighty Guardian, and Protector, and you may promiſe 
your ſelves all that Security which God has promiſed 
his faichtul confederate People in his Word. Read P/al. 
9H and fee the Grounds of truſting in God thro”: all 
the Dangers of Life: Let your Hearts cloſe with thoſe 
Words of it, Ver. 2. 1 will ſay of the Lord, He is my 
Refuge My God; in Him will I truſt. And then you, 
may apply the following Promiſes contained in it. If 
the Lord be your God, he will be your Shield, and your 
Buckler, your Fortreſs and ſtrong Tower; and whatever 
can be deſired to render you ſafe & happy. Tis true, 
theſe temporal Promiſes are to be underſtood with ſome, | 
Limitation; they ſhall certainly be made good ſo far as 
divine Wiſdom ſees beſt for you, If Life be beſt for, 
you, it ſhall be preſerved thro! the greateſt Dangers that, 


wy 
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; may attend you : If Death be ordered for any of yau 


in this Expedition, & will be becauſe God ſees that to 
be beſt for you, beſt of all, as an happy Introduction to 
Life eternal; provided you have made the Choice di- 
rected to. Therefore, in ſo doing, o 
2. You will make ſure Proviſion for the Salva- 
tion and Welfare of your immortal Souls. By coming 
into Covenant with God, you become the Charge of the 
great Mediator, who has promiſed to give unto his Sheep 
eternal Life, and that they ſhall never periſh, and that 
none ſhall pluck them out of his Hand. And being found 
faithful in keepingCovenant with God, walking in Con- 
formity to the Tenor & Rules of it, you may have your 
Souls in a Readineſs at his Summons to reſign up into 
the Hands of yourSaviour, how ſudden ſoEver the Warn- 
ing be; in whoſe Hands they ſhall be forever fafe. Walk 
according to this Rule; and Peace be on you and Mercy, as 


on the Tſratl of Cod. 


Finally, Let us all, in Conſideration of the Frailty of 
our Conſtitution, and the manifold perillous Accidents - 


we are daily liable to, have our Seuls continually in our 


Hand, to make an Offering of them to God; which 
requires much Weanedneſs from the World, & Mortifi- 
cation to all the Intereſts ot it, a ſuperlative Love toGod, . 
andChriſt, a ſpiritual & heavenly Temper, a lively Faith 
and Hope of the Life to come; Diligence in our Maſter's 
Work, & Watchfulneſs in Reference to his Coming at 
Death & Judgment ; that when he ſhall came and knock, 
we may open to. him immediately; and when theTime of our 
Departure out of this World ſhall be at Hand, we may 


willingly & chearfully offer up our immortalSpirits into 


his Hand, as our All-ſufficient, and everlaſting Re- 
deemer. | 
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